T.C.
HASAN KALYONCU UNIVERSITESI
LiSANSUSTU EGITiM ENSTITUSU
SIYASET BIiLiMi VE ULUSLARARASI ILISKIiLER ANABILIiM DALI

A(’

HASAN KALYONCU

‘
4 } - . :
'OUNIVERSITESI

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN REVOLUTIONS: CASE STUDY OF SYRIAN
WOMEN'S ROLE IN THE SYRIAN REVOLUTION FROM 2011 TO 2024

MAJDOULIN EIBO

MASTER'S THESIS

GAZIANTEP - 2025



LISANSUSTU EGITIiM ENSTITUSU
YUKSEK LiSANS TEZ KABUL VE ONAY FORMU

Siyaset Bilimi ve Uluslararas1 Iliskiler .Anabilim Dali Yiksek Lisans
Programi 6grencisi MAJDOULIN EIBO tarafindan hazirlanan “THE ROLE OF
WOMEN IN REVOLUTIONS: CASE STUDY OF SYRIAN WOMEN'S ROLE IN
THE SYRIAN REVOLUTION FROM 2011 TO 2024” baslikli tez, 20/06/2025
tarihinde yapilan savunma siavi sonucu basarili bulunarak jiirimiz tarafindan Yiiksek
Lisans Tezi olarak kabul edilmistir.

Gorevi Unvani, Adi ve Kurumu/Universitesi Imzasr:
Sovadi

Tez

Damismam  Prof. Dr. Hasan Kalyoncu

Jiiri Uyesi  Ercan SEYHAN Universitesi

Jiiri Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Hasan Kalyoncu

Baskam Pelin ALIYEV Universitesi

Dr. Ogr. Uyesi
Jiiri Onur Gaziantep

Uyesi TURKOLMEZ Universitesi

Bu tez Enstitii Yonetim Kurulunca belirlenen yukaridaki jiiri iiyeleri tarafindan
uygun goriilmiis ve Enstitii Yonetim Kurulu karari ile onaylanmstir.

Dog Dr. Ufuk
AKBAS
Enstitii Miidiirti



TEZ BIiLDiRiMi

Bu tezdeki biitiin bilgilerin etik davranis ve akademik kurallar ¢ergevesinde elde
edildigini ve tez yazim kurallarina uygun olarak hazirlanan bu g¢alismada bana ait

olmayan her tiirlii ifade ve bilginin kaynagina eksiksiz atif yapildigini bildiririm.

DECLARATION PAGE

I hereby declare that all information in this document has been obtained and
presented in accordance with academic rules and ethical conduct. I also declare that, as
required by these rules and conduct, I have fully cited and referenced all material and

results that are not original to this work.

Majdoulin EIBO

Tarth: 20/06/2025



HASAN KALYONCU UNIVERSITESI
LiSANSUSTU EGITIiM ENSTITUSU
SIYASET BILiMI VE ULUSLARARASI ILISKILER ANABILIM DALI

DEVRIMLERDE KADINLARIN ROLU: 2011'DEN 2024'E SURIYE
DEVRIMINDE SURIYELI KADINLARIN ROLU UZERINE BIR VAKA
CALISMASI
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Danisman
Prof. Dr. Ercan SEYHAN

OZET

Bu calisma, 2011°den 2024’¢ kadar Suriye devrimindeki Suriyeli kadinlarin roliinii inceleyerek
onlarin katkilarini, karsilastiklari zorluklari, zaman iginde rollerinin nasil evrildigini ve gelecege dair
beklentilerini analiz etmektedir. Kadinlarin siyasi aktivizm, insani yardim calismalari, medya katilimi ve
savunuculuk yoluyla devrimci hareketleri nasil sekillendirdiklerini arastirmakta; bunu yaparken sosyokiiltiirel
normlar, ¢atisma dinamikleri ve toplumsal cinsiyete dayali siddet gibi yapisal engellerle karsi karsiya
kaldiklarimi ortaya koymaktadir. Arastirma, kadinlarin katiliminin degisen catisma kosullarma bagli olarak
nasil doniisiim gecirdigini; protesto organizasyonundan sivil toplum, savunuculuk aglari ve insani yardim
calismalarinda liderlik rollerine gegisini vurgulamaktadir. Calisma, tanimlayici ve tiimevarimsal bir yaklagim
benimseyerek yapilandirilmig bir anket araciligtyla toplanan nicel verileri analiz etmektedir. Cesitli bakis
acilarin1 yansitmak amaciyla amagh ve kartopu 6rnekleme yontemleri kullanilarak toplam 470 katilimcrya
ulastlmstir.

Bulgular, Suriyeli kadinlarin devrim siirecinde ¢esitli alanlarda belirleyici roller iistlenmis olsalar da,
toplumsal cinsiyet normlari, liderlige sinirlt erisim, giivenlik tehditleri, ekonomik zorluklar ve asirilik¢i
gruplar tarafindan marjinallestirilmeleri gibi engellerle siirekli miicadele ettiklerini ortaya koymaktadir.
Ancak caligma ayni zamanda, kadinlarin direncini ve esnekligini, aktivizmlerini yeniden kurgulama ve insani
yardim, medya ve siyasi alanlardaki etkilerini genisletme kapasitelerini de vurgulamaktadir. Katilimcilarin
ifade ettigi gelecek beklentileri, kadmlarin siyasi siirelere, barig insa girigsimlerine, egitime, ekonomik
giclenmeye ve toplumsal degisime daha fazla dahil edilmeleri yo6niinde gii¢lii bir talep oldugunu
gostermektedir.

Bu aragtirma, toplumsal cinsiyet, catisma ve siyasi doniisiim arasindaki kesisimi daha derinlemesine
anlamaya katki1 sunmakta; politika yapicilar, sivil toplum kuruluglar1 ve uluslararasi paydasglar i¢in Suriye’nin
yeniden insa ve demokratiklesme siirecinde kadinlarin roliinii gliglendirmeye yonelik uygulanabilir 6neriler
sunmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Suriyeli Kadinlar, Devrim, Toplumsal Cinsiyet ve Catisma, Siyasal Katilim,
Sivil Toplum, Baris Insasi, Catisma Sonrasi Tyilesme.
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FOREWORD

This research stems from a deep personal and academic commitment to
understanding the often-overlooked contributions of Syrian women during one of the most
critical periods in modern Syrian history — the revolution that began in 2011. As someone
who has studied political science and international relations, and who has closely followed
the humanitarian consequences of the Syrian conflict, I was struck by the courage,
resilience, and leadership shown by women across Syria, often in the face of
overwhelming odds.

The idea for this thesis grew from both academic curiosity and a sense of
responsibility — to shed light on voices that have historically been marginalized in both
academic discourse and political processes. Throughout this research, I have encountered
stories of struggle and strength, of silencing and resistance, of pain and hope. These stories
not only enrich our understanding of the Syrian revolution, but also challenge us to rethink
gender, power, and participation in conflict and post-conflict societies.

I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the women who shared their
experiences through the survey, offering insight, honesty, and inspiration. My sincere
thanks also go to my academic advisor, Prof. Dr. Ercan SEYHAN, whose guidance and
encouragement were vital throughout this journey. I also acknowledge the support of my
colleagues, family, and everyone who contributed to the completion of this work, directly
or indirectly.

This thesis is dedicated to every Syrian woman who, in her own way, stood up,
spoke out, and shaped the revolution.

Majdoulin EIBO
Gaziantep - 2025
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1. Introduction

The Syrian women play a significant role in both the rebellion against
government control and the continuing civil war while their contributions remain
unrecognized. Women participate in protests along with social organizations which
coordinate humanitarian programs while working in media to reshape cultural
expectations and defend justice and human rights. Despite facing pervasive challenges,
they have proven resilient leaders who shape the current and upcoming Syria (R.
Rajeshwari, 2023). The work of women in reconstruction efforts goes further than basic
survival because they take an active role in reviving their communities and transforming
their social status.

This investigation examines multiple functions Syrian women play in the
revolution alongside their activities in media and advocacy as well as their plans for the
nation's future direction. This research studies the obstacles Syrian women confront
from political discrimination and cultural traditions together with economic limitations
as well as their ongoing dedication to establishing democratic practices in Syria. The
study examines female actors to demonstrate how their activities and goals demonstrate
why female leaders represent essential change-makers within ongoing legal battles and

equality movements.

1.1. Background and Context of the Study (Syria context)

The peaceful protests against the Syrian government of 2011 produced an
escalating conflict that transformed into a multi-layered extensive war among different
factions and world powers and regional actors. When protests started seeking political
changes the government reaction triggered armed resistance against its control. Groups
of rebels formed with both secular and Islamist factions that pursued separate aims
during this period (Rahaf Aldoughli, 2024). Civilian innocent people have suffered
greatly alongside mass population displacement while regional political instability
worsened due to the lengthy war. The intervention of major world powers like Russia
and the United States alongside Iran has made the solution of the Syrian war more
intricate because Syria now functions as a battleground for world diplomatic interests
(Syria, 2021).

The research assesses the views of Syrian combatants who fought within

different rebel organizations throughout the conflict period. The rebel fighters first
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linked up with the objective to topple the existing government to create a fresh
administrative system. The combatants' initial goals evolved because their alliances
changed, and third parties intervened while they suffered battlefield failures during the
conflict. Active combatants maintain their resistance even when victoriously became
improbable, yet different segments have switched to social reintegration or alternative
resistance models. The stories of guerrilla fighters give crucial understanding about how
revolutionary movements affect the future after wars and how such conflicts maintain
support through time and the difficulties of bringing societies back together once
conflicts end (Rahaf Aldoughli, 2024).

The Syrian society embodies serious gender inequality driven by hostile laws
and cultural gender bias along with constitutional restrictions. The national laws of
Syria maintain heavy restrictions upon women’s liberties alongside control over their
property rights and public activism. The Syrian conflict started in 2011 which
intensified the existing problems when women suffered worse violence and increased
displacement and gained no access to peace negotiations. A few women involved in
protests and humanitarian work still experienced marginalization when decisions were
made. The conflict worsened their vulnerable status because it triggered a surge of
gender-based violence and the practice of forced marriage and exploitation.

Through exclusionary politics along with restrictive legal structures the Syrian
regime actively supports the oppression of women. A few constitutional provisions
ensure equality, but many existing laws prioritize male authority and impose limits upon
female rights to marital dissolution and citizenship acquisition as well as electoral
engagement. The complicated power structure brought by war led different armed
groups to enforce further limitations on women living in their controlled areas. The
struggle for basic human rights persists for Syrian women despite their resilience which
produced advocacy groups and legal reform movements because of continuous conflict

alongside political instability and traditional societal norms (Syria, 2021).



1.2. Problem Statement

Despite the historical role women have played in revolutions, the participation
of Syrian women in the Syrian revolution between 2011 and 2024 has not received
sufficient scholarly attention compared to their roles and impact. This study aims to
explore and document the role of Syrian women in the revolution by analyzing their
participation in peaceful protests, community cooperation, and how they faced
marginalization during the revolutionary movement. The study also seeks to evaluate
the impact of their involvement on the course of the revolution and how they were
portrayed and appreciated in the revolutionary context.

Despite the significant involvement of women in the Syrian revolution, their
contributions remain largely under-researched and marginalized in academic and
political discourse. While women played essential roles in protests, opposition
movements, and political advocacy, their efforts have been overshadowed by male-
dominated narratives of the revolution. This study seeks to address this gap by focusing
specifically on the roles, challenges, and impact of Syrian women during the 2011-2024
revolutionary period. By examining their participation, this research will contribute to a

deeper understanding of the complex dynamics of gender, politics, and revolution.

1.3. Objectives of the Study

The primary purpose of this research is to explore and document the pivotal role
of Syrian women in the Syrian revolution from 2011 to 2024, focusing on three key
areas:

Women’s Role in the 2011 Revolutionary Movement: This study aims to
investigate the initial participation of women in the 2011 revolution, particularly their
involvement in organizing and leading peaceful protests. It will explore how women
contributed to the movement, the barriers they faced, and the impact of their
participation on the development of the revolution.

Women’s Engagement with the Syrian Opposition: The research will also
examine how Syrian women interacted with and contributed to the opposition groups
during the revolution. This includes analyzing their roles in various opposition
activities, the challenges they faced in these spaces, and the ways in which their
engagement shaped the opposition’s strategies and public perception.

The Political Participation of Women in Syria: Finally, this thesis aims to assess

the broader political participation of women in Syria, both during and after the
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revolution. It will focus on the ways in which the revolution reshaped the political
landscape for women, including their participation in transitional bodies, women's
networks, and advocacy for gender equality in post-revolutionary Syria.

This research is designed to fill a gap in the academic literature regarding Syrian
women's roles in the revolution and to provide a comprehensive understanding of how
women navigated, contributed to, and were impacted by the complex socio-political

changes during this critical period

1.4. Research Hypotheses
This study hypothesizes that Syrian women played a critical and transformative

role in the Syrian revolution (2011-2024), contributing significantly to the initial stages
of the movement through protests and civil resistance. However, their roles were often
marginalized by both the revolutionaries and external actors. It is further hypothesized
that despite facing significant societal and political challenges, women’s engagement
with the Syrian opposition and their subsequent political participation during and after
the revolution had a long-term impact on reshaping gender roles and political dynamics
in Syria.
1.5. Research Questions

1. How did Syrian women contribute to the revolutionary movement from 2011 to
20247

2. What were the challenges faced by Syrian women in their participation in the
revolution?

3. How did the roles of Syrian women in the revolution evolve over the years?

1.6. Significance of the Study

This study addresses a notable gap in the literature on gender roles in the Syrian
revolution. While much of the existing research has focused on the political and military
dimensions of the revolution, the role of women has been largely marginalized. By
focusing specifically on the involvement of women in peaceful protests, opposition
movements, and political participation, this research expands our understanding of the
diverse and dynamic roles that women can play in conflict and post-conflict situations.

The findings from this research also contribute to broader theoretical frameworks
that address women’s activism in revolutionary contexts. It provides a nuanced view of

how women’s participation is shaped not only by their socio-political environments but
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also by their resilience in the face of marginalization and violence. This work adds to
the body of knowledge on gender studies, political science, and conflict studies by
presenting a case study of the Syrian revolution as an example of the evolving role of

women in societal transformation.



2. Conceptual Framework and Literature Review

This chapter provides the theoretical foundations for analyzing Syrian women's
roles during the revolution. It reviews historical examples of women's activism in
revolutions, their roles in political leadership, activism, armed resistance, and media.
These frameworks enable the study to evaluate Syrian women's participation in political
resistance shaped by gendered power relations. It also clarifies why women's
revolutionary roles evolved over time and in different contexts: women's activism was
both facilitated and constrained by structural limitations (such as gender norms and
political exclusion) and revolutionary opportunities (such as the deterioration of the
state structure and the expansion of civil society). Through this framework, the chapter
links historical patterns to the Syrian context, enabling a critical interpretation of

women's evolving roles.

2.1. The Role of Women in Revolutions: A Historical Perspective

The women have demonstrated essential leadership roles in historical
revolutions which produced fundamental changes in political and economic realms in
addition to social systems. Historical records tend to ignore the significant contributions
of women although new evidence shows women lead revolutionary changes by using
their power of empowerment alongside resistance and activism (R. Rajeshwari, 2023).

The revolutionary movements frequently receive impetus from women who use
their networking skills to rally people against powerful systems which oppress them.
For Instance, during the French Revolution from 1789 until 1799 women achieved
prominence through Olympe de Gouges' activism and the crowd action which took
Versailles by storm. During the 1791 revolutionary period De Gouges created a historic
manifesto called Declaration of the Rights of Woman and the Female Citizen to
establish gender equality (Gauteul, 2019). During the Russian Revolution of 1917
women workers led major strikes and protests that brought down the Tsarist
government through their numerous demonstrations. The demand for bread and peace
spread throughout the country to unite numerous supporters behind the women's
movement.

Throughout revolutionary history women became essential to change by
establishing protest groups and cooperative networks while building strategic plans (R.
Rajeshwari, 2023). During the American Revolutionary War from 1775 to 1783 Abigail
Adams together with Mercy Otis Warren fought to establish both American
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independence and women's rights in society. Abigail Adams actively asked her husband
John Adams to include women in his legislation formulation process. Many Indian
nationalists led the independence movement against British colonial authority including
Sarojini Naidu and Kasturba Gandhi. Men and women came together through organized
protests and leadership of nationwide campaigns which gained millions of supporters in
their quest for freedom (R. Rajeshwari, 2023).

Revolutionary battles have frequently expressed their resistance through women
as symbols of perseverance. Djamila Bouhired along with Zohra Drif joined the
National Liberation Front (FLN) during the Algerian War of Independence (1954—
1962) to fight against colonial forces by performing guerrilla warfare and clandestine
military tasks. Their courageous behaviors functioned as indicators which represented
the nationwide fight against colonialism.

Routine operations during the Iranian Revolution of 1979 found women fighting
against Shah's regime to win political freedom with social justice equality. The women
revolutionaries faced multiple challenges because the post-revolutionary government
adopted strict laws to limit women's freedoms (Gauteul, 2019).

The women have developed significant contributions to revolutionary
movements yet struggle to achieve recognition after they take place. Governmental
revolutionary initiatives generally did not sustain complete gender equality initiatives
when revolutionary objectives dominated national priorities over women's rights.
Through their unprecedented involvement in past revolutions women established an
enduring foundation that encourages modern activists to defend equality and justice

(Ahlstrand, 2021).

2.2. Women as Political and Social Actors

The societies throughout history have been reshaped by women who served both
as political leaders and social activists as well as governing officials. The political
movement and social reform process alongside policy development efforts have seen
women become leading forces despite facing institutional challenges across different

regions (Moubayedh, 2017).



2.2.1. Women in Political Leadership

The political leaders who are women prove their competence in running
government effectively through their contributions of diverse viewpoints to producing
policies and managing administration. The preferred topics of their leadership include
social equity together with education and healthcare and human rights which generates
inclusive governance through representation. The involvement of women in political
processes remains scarce mainly because of discriminatory institutional practices and
traditional social conventions combined with male-biased political structures (Khalid,
2014).

The different nations work to enhance female political representation through
gender quota systems as well as leadership training initiatives combined with protective
legal changes that minimize discrimination in political institutions. Successful
implementation of gender efforts has allowed women to become essential figures in

national as well as international policy development (Khalid, 2014).

2.2.2. Women in Social Movements and Activism

Through social activism women have always taken a leading role to fight for
civil rights together with gender equality and labor rights while championing social
justice causes. Throughout history women have succeeded in building public
movements which secured both partial and full suffrage and now participate actively in
feminist human rights advocacy for social reform (Moubayedh, 2017).

Through their activism women have collectively achieved major beneficial
adjustments in laws and social systems which created voting rights and workplace
protection together with reproductive rights and gender violence response policies.
Women who lead grassroots organizations remain essential to fighting social

inequalities as well as fighting for disadvantaged communities (Khalid, 2014).

2.2.3. Overcoming Barriers and Expanding Influence

Although women have brought progress their fight continues because they
cannot achieve equal social and political representation. Women face issuance barriers
in achieving equality because of gender-based discrimination and insufficient access to
financial resources and institutional support and cultural stigmas as well as physical

threats against female leaders.



Political and social empowerment of women needs additional support through
these strategies such as, encouraging women's leadership from an early age through
education and mentorship, challenge stereotypes while portraying women leaders in
positive ways through media, normalizing women's leadership at all levels, from local
governance to national and international politics finaly, policy and Legal Reforms:
Ensuring gender-inclusive policies, legal protections, and equal opportunities in

leadership (Ahlstrand, 2021).

2.3. Women in the Armed Resistance

The armed resistance participation by women extends further than fighting roles
because they actively contribute to logistical operations and intelligence activities and
political movement development. Some guerrilla organizations enable women in front-
line combat positions however they place others in non-combat support roles because of
general gender-based job patterns in their activities. Rebel groups normally allow
women into leadership positions, but structural inequalities commonly obstruct their
ability to advance through ranks.

The WAAR project extends existing datasets by including both non-combat
activities and leadership positions performed by women. The research differentiates
rebel organizations regarding their female member recruitment policies by showing
active versus occasional involvement in female integration. Research demonstrates that
68 groups which initially appeared to have no evidence of women fighters actually
contain female combatants (Loken & Matfess, 2023).

The WAAR project recognizes the difficulties researchers face when collecting
data within conflict zones even though it covers an extensive range of information. Data
collection through secondary sources makes it difficult to validate if observed records of
female combatants accurately represent actual involvement numbers. The WAAR
project enhances its research by integrating qualitative feedback which improves
understanding of the experiences women face while participating in rebel movements
including their agency and challenges involved in armed resistance.

Women actively participate in warfare by holding combat duties as well as
managing logistics and serving in leadership functions. Through their involvement
women break down conventional gender stereotypes which demonstrates that women

provide various essential services in conflict areas. These resistance movements'



participation by women tends to remain unreported because of cultural as well as social
and institutional biases (Nagel et al., 2021).

The participation of women in armed resistance shows significant difference
between groups. Women occupy direct combat positions in specific rebellion groups
along with different auxiliary functions which include gathering intelligence and
providing medical support and logistics services and recruitment activities. Women in
rebel groups worldwide receive statistical representation through data collection by the
WAAR project (Women in Armed Resistance Research Project). The three main roles
of participation discovered in the dataset include non-combat roles which cover
logistics, communication and medical aid activities and frontline combat roles covering
direct armed operation involvement and leadership roles that involve unit command and
strategic planning functions (Nagel et al., 2021).

International Humanitarian Law (IHL) contains multiple essential points about
female combatants in armed conflict. According to IHL female military personnel exist
but existing laws mainly focus on protecting vulnerable individuals including women
through explicit prohibitions toward sexual violence. Such methods diminish the active
role women play in battle together with their important contributions. Female soldiers
encounter distinct legal together with social barriers when attempting post-war
reintegration because authorities often ignore their needs through both societal and
disarmament program exclusion methods (Loken & Matfess, 2023).

Women’s involvement in armed groups responds to both military requirements
of armed groups and systemic cultural beliefs about their roles. The gender equality
barriers within resistance groups and post-war structures prevent women who made
substantial fighting and leadership and assistance contributions from fully participating.
Modern conflict intervention demands comprehensive understanding about gender
dynamics of warfare for establishing inclusive approaches that fulfill humanitarian

standards.

2.4. Syrian Women’s Role in Organizing and Leading Protests

During initial uprisings in 2011 Syrian women served as important leaders who
coordinated protests across the country. Women in Syria organized public protests by
connecting communities and managing demonstrations as they distributed information
through their network despite experiencing brutal repression. Activist women marched

on Syrian streets to advocate for political change along with personal freedom while
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breaking both regime control and conventional gender expectations. Leadership roles of
these activists went beyond public activism to full-scale behind-the-scenes response that
included medical assistance and systemic documentation of human rights abuses. Syrian
women persisted with their public activism despite facing threats of violence as well as
arrests because they demonstrated fundamental importance for the protest continuation
(Davis, 2017).

Through social media platforms women participated extensively in grassroots
activities that allowed them to link up with both domestic and foreign supporters. The
underground networks they built worked to back up detainees and offer humanitarian
relief in addition to fighting for justice. The symbolic rise of Razan Zaitouneh and
Fadwa Suleiman and other female activists encouraged more people to stand against the
oppressive Syrian government. The personal risks they faced included imprisonment
together with enforced disappearances and forced exile from their homeland. The
difficulties Syrian women faced did not deter them from their mission because their
involvement demonstrated how essential their contributions are to design the nation's
social and political direction of the future (Davis, 2017).

The women from Syria took charge of leading protests after the uprising started
while demonstrating remarkable determination together with astute organizational
abilities. The women organized communities and led protest coordination efforts and
developed alternate communication strategies for breaking through government
limitations. Civil disobedience activists among women combined their efforts with
pamphlet distribution and online social media activism to spread their message. The
women activists combined protest work with humanitarian missions to shelter displaced
people while also supporting the families of detained protesters (Svedberg & Alodaat,
2013). They maintained their position as essential contributors to resistance even when
facing persecution through arrest and violence because they fought both state
suppression and traditional social norms that aimed to control public engagement
among women (Al Taweel, 2020).

The opposition movement maintained perpetual operation through secret
networks which Syrian women organized throughout the country. Through
documentation they supported efforts that focused on advocating for prisoners of
conscience while collaborating with international organizations for exposing the
regime's oppressive actions. Journalists together with lawyers among other activist

women functioned as key individuals who shaped how the conflict was perceived and
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refuted false information. Syrian women participated in activism alongside their
involvement in peace meditation and building peace initiatives. The progress of the
conflict led women activists to take on more dangerous risks which included targeted
assassinations alongside enforced disappearances and forced expulsion from their
homeland. The difficulties of the situation did not stop Syrian women from actively
seeking justice and democracy while working to build a political system which included

all perspectives (Svedberg & Alodaat, 2013).

2.5. Syrian Women as political activists

The women throughout history actively participated in revolution responses by
fighting against social norm limitations to advance political transformation and social
transformation. Historical records tend to dismiss or ignore the substantial work brought
forth by women during revolutionary times. The revolution demonstrates the present-
day reality where female participation stays active in revolution but confronts
institutional obstructions toward lasting political involvement (Qaddour, 2020).

Throughout history women have led many revolutionary movements by taking
various functions including organizing activities, fighting battles and providing care for
revolutionaries and serving as advocates within civil society and governance systems.
Women actively took part in the resistance movement by protesting on streets and
providing tactical resources and human rights recording and acquiring military training.
Women substantially contributed to rebel operations by holding essential positions
throughout the revolution instead of remaining outside its core activities. Women have
traditionally worked for both national liberation and gender equality throughout
historical events including the French Revolution and the Russian Revolution and anti-
colonial struggles (Kannout, 2017).

The women continuously participate in revolutions yet experience persistent
institutional barriers which keep them from taking part in formal political decisions
post-revolution. The women faced political limitations that stemmed from patriarchal
influences together with cultural constraints and emerging military conflicts. Women
who joined political negotiations during transitional periods received tokenistic roles
which afforded them minimal political influence. Throughout history women gain
recognition during emergency situations before being shut out when governments

rebuild political frameworks (Al Taweel, 2020).
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Revolutionary women must fight on two fronts because they need to achieve
both countrywide liberation and feminist equality during rebellion. Syrian women
engaged in the revolution together with their fight to eliminate gender-based inequality
and establish female rights. These attempts faced barriers as both traditional cultural
powers and the new political players who became resistant to change. Throughout
history revolutions tend to present women with a dual challenge as their fight for
equality encounters sustained opposition from military leaders who focus on general
revolutionary aims (Sorensen, 1999).

The women tend to lose their prominent role after revolutions have settled down
according to patterns which appear throughout historical revolutionary periods. Kannout
reports that women in Syria became truly marginalized when the revolution concluded
because they lost their influence during all political proceedings after the conflict.
Widespread male domination in power structures alongside established patriarchal
social behavior leads to this exclusion. The Algerian War of Independence together with
the Iranian Revolution serve as historical examples of revolutions that demonstrate how

early female activism failed to lead to sustained political changes (Qaddour, 2020).

2.6 .Syrian Women’s Representation in Governance and Political Bodies

The systemic discrimination together with patriarchal structures and political
exclusion have kept Syrian women from gaining representation in government bodies
since a long period. The international commitment embodied in UN Security Council
Resolution 1325 aims to include women actively in peacebuilding governance yet
Syrian women maintain minimal access to decision-making positions. The CEDAW
Committee conducted its 2007 review to demonstrate this problem because they insisted
the Syrian government should establish both electoral quotas and awareness campaigns
to foster women's leadership.

The gender-based inequalities persist in political involvement because the
government did not carry out important recommendations that could improve women's
access to governmental control. The political structure continues to remain dominated
by male representatives who exclude women from the most crucial decision-making
responsibilities both at national and local government levels. The Syrian electoral
system demonstrates complete disparities between male and female representation. Data
from the 2007 national elections shows women comprised only one percent of the total

9,770 candidates while the local council member statistics reveal women represent just
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three percent of elected representatives. The difference in numbers demonstrates how
institutional and cultural factors stop women from seeking political office and reaching
election success (Asylum, 2025).

The executive positions maintain overwhelming male dominance which
demonstrates a complete ban of women from command positions in governance. The
government has displayed minimal effort to create conditions through which women
can actively participate in political life while traditional household roles persist which
depict women primarily as family caretakers instead of political leadership candidates.
Women's absence in elected positions fails to create policies that respect their rights and
needs which results in sustained discriminatory practices in government institutions
(CEDAW, 2014).

The women did not participate in politics because deep-rooted cultural beliefs
and religious fundamentalism maintain male dominance and restrict women from
exercising public responsibilities. Society enforces traditional customs beyond legal
systems thus creating roads which pose serious obstacles for women who want to enter
political spheres. The existing legal support for women's political representation falls
victim to negative social practices which block their progress alongside institutional
prejudice against female leaders. The struggle for policy reform becomes harder for
women's rights activists because they encounter severe social discrimination as well as
political oppressors and physical harassment. Women experience restricted
opportunities to mobilize and fight discriminatory practices because civil society groups
face many restrictions and political organizations maintain strict control. Fundamental
cultural transformation alongside legal reform remains essential to prevent women from
remaining outside all governing bodies in Syria (Asylum, 2025).

The Syria should execute substantial reforms which will eliminate institutional
along with cultural restrictions so women can obtain substantive political representation.
Gender quotas adopted as temporary special measures for political bodies would
establish immediate ways to boost the number of women in governance. The long-term
development of Syria requires comprehensive structural reforms through legal
protection for women's political rights combined with patriarchal attitude transformation
initiatives supported by mechanisms that empower female leaders. Any Syrian
peacebuilding effort needs international backing to advocate women's participation in
governance while promoting gender equality. The adoption of temporary special

measures by Kuwait as reported by scholars has shown that targeted proactive policies
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can enhance female political participation. Syria must reach sustainable development
and peace by ensuring equal access for women in governing bodies and decision-

making processes related to peace resolution (CEDAW, 2014).

2.7 Syrian Women’s Contributions to Media and Advocacy Efforts

The Syrian women operate powerfully through media and advocacy initiatives
to fight against dominant perspectives as they uplift voices of communities traditionally
kept at the edges. The society under authoritarian state control used to maintain a media
monopoly which portrayed women mainly as victims of violence while neglecting their
issues. Syrian women initiate change in media discourse through their use of
independent journalism and their presence on social media and alternative platforms.
The women's activism has proven to traditionalists wrong about women's helplessness
by displaying their powerful agency and force during the war (KAPUR , 2016).
Through their digital media activism Syrian women have expanded public discussions
to push past state-controlled storytelling while advocating for justice and democracy
together with gender equality.

The digital media revolution has offered Syrian women opportunities for view
expression and stereotype dismissal on social platforms. Facebook and Twitter
platforms have furnished women with tools to conduct debates and create awareness
campaigns about advocacy while exchanging life stories that break society’s-imposed
restrictions via traditional customs and state limits. Syrian youth have displayed their
growing digital proficiency causing them to share stories that demonstrate women's
capabilities beyond being victims. The online environment serves Syrian female
journalists and activists to record human rights abuses and push for grassroots
movements and political participation for women. Through their work women
journalists have transformed mainstream media to focus on revealing women's
experiences from the conflict zone and their essential role in achieving peace.

The threat of intimidation from both the regime and extremist factions has not
stopped women from becoming active reporters and media activists. Maysa al-
Mahmoud and other female reporters document war crimes in conflict zones by sharing
direct observations about regions affected by the conflict. Independent journalist Souad
Khabieh prepares news reports with international relevance that allow the Syrian voice

to be heard worldwide. Numerous untrained female reporters have documented protests
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and displaced people and humanitarian crisis zones because the COVID-19 pandemic
created an unplanned journalistic opportunity (Mellor, 2022).

The women-led media initiatives encounter obstacles while trying to achieve
sustainable financial backing. Shareholder funding inconsistencies between independent
media groups nowadays cause operational troubles that lead to multiple outlet
fragmentation in the market. The path to journalism remains challenging for women
media professionals because they experience threats from extremist groups in addition
to political repression and social barriers that discourage female journalists from
building their careers (Mellor, 2022).

The Syrian women continue their campaign in media and advocacy work
because they are dedicated to creating an inclusive conflict narrative which
demonstrates women's power and involvement in Syria's future development. Female
Syrian journalists persist in documenting the revolution through dual priorities of
seeking factual accounts while managing the risks within constantly dangerous war
zones. Female journalist Zaina Erhaim established training programs for aspiring
journalists which built connections between Syrian reporters while they address
obstacles to professional advancement. Erhaim analyzes reporting objectivity when
covering Syria by challenging its requirement to remain neutral regarding war criminals

and regime propaganda.

2.8 Syrian Future Outlook of Women’s Revolutionary Roles

The women in Syrian society have become essential revolutionaries by claiming
leadership roles which guide both demonstrations and civil society activities as well as
humanitarian relief work. The active participation of Syrian women includes human
rights advocacy alongside the documentation of war crimes while furnishing necessary
services to distressed communities (H, 2020). Women in Syria have shown great
commitment and unwavering determination to help their country transform despite
facing massive obstacles from the conflict. Women have utilized their presence in
society both as a life-sustaining practice and as a means to transform Syrian traditional
gender expectations. Women embrace grassroots activism combined with political
engagement to secure their position as influential influencers in steering their country
toward its future direction.

The Syrian women have future plans to sustain and develop their participation

within the national rebuilding process. Syrian women view a future in which women
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receive equivalent access to positions both in government leadership and peace
bargaining as well as economic advancement. Through their vision these women seek to
enhance legal safeguards which protect women's rights along with promoting gender
balanced political institutions through the creation of policies that address specific
problems women encounter in war times. Women's organizations with networks
maintain ongoing work toward institutionalizing their activities through legal advocacy
and leadership position campaigns for women (Nations, 2021).

The women maintain barriers to their goal of building an equitable society
despite making substantial progress through their work. Women encounter multiple
hindrances to their public participation because of Syrian cultural traditions together
with patriarchal norms and the nation's ongoing turbulent state (H, 2020). The
traditional power structures continue to resist female participation in decision-making
positions because they remain dominated by men. Women specifically face worse
economic difficulties due to the war because they have limited opportunities for
education alongside employment and self-sustaining independence. Both local and
international stakeholders should work together to eliminate barriers which aim to
prevent women from taking part in Syria's reconstruction process.

The women's revolutionary contributions to Syria will succeed only through
continued advocacy coupled with institutional changes and social development. Every
policy and initiative which leads to sustained peace needs to accommodate women as
self-directed transformative participants whose expertise and personal stories guide
policy creation (Nations, 2021). Educational expansion along with mentorship
initiatives and political involvement programs will generate a new generation of female
leaders essential to the future of women's revolutionary roles in Syria. Women securing
their position in Syria’s political and social framework will fuel the country's growth

towards complete democratic inclusiveness.
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3. Materials and Research Methodology

This chapter outlines the research methodology employed to examine Syrian
women's roles in the revolution between 2011 and 2024. It also outlines the main data
sources, analysis techniques, and limitations inherent in the research process. Emphasis
is placed on the challenges of conducting field research within conflict-affected
environments, necessitating reliance on digital platforms and secondary literature

The following sections detail the methods used to organize, interpret, and
validate the data, laying the groundwork for the analysis of women's contributions,

challenges, and aspirations presented in the subsequent chapters.

3.1. Research Design

This study adopts a single-method research design centered on a structured
survey as the sole data collection tool. The survey predominantly features close-ended
questions aimed at gathering demographic information, measuring the extent and nature
of women’s participation in the revolution, and identifying challenges they faced.
Additionally, certain items in the questionnaire allow respondents to elaborate or add
options if they feel the standardized choices do not fully capture their experiences.

A purposive sampling strategy is used to select participants, focusing on Syrian
women who participated in peaceful protests, community organizing, or other forms of
opposition between 2011 and 2024. Most of these participants are reached through
online platforms because of ongoing security concerns and the difficulties of physical

access within Syria

3.2. Materials and Data Sources

The central material for data collection is the survey instrument, which has been
carefully constructed to capture both breadth and depth in participants’ experiences. The
instrument contains a series of close-ended questions, covering key domains such as
demographic background, geographical location, forms of political or civil engagement,
and perceived barriers to involvement. These questions have been formulated based on
preliminary readings of existing literature on women’s roles in revolutionary
movements and a pilot phase that helped refine the wording and response categories.

While most survey items prompt respondents to choose from predetermined
options, additional fields are provided for those who wish to elaborate on their answers.

This arrangement allows participants to supply further context, insights, or clarifications
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where the standardized choices might not suffice. In parallel, to understand the broader
socio-political environment in which these women acted, secondary data—such as
relevant academic articles, NGO reports, and historical documentation—will be
consulted. These sources help situate the survey findings within the larger narrative of
the Syrian Revolution and ensure that interpretations of the data remain grounded in

documented historical and social realities.

3.3. Data Analysis Techniques

Data derived from the survey will be analyzed through descriptive and
comparative statistical methods, given the predominantly quantitative nature of the
questionnaire. Frequencies, percentages, and measures of central tendency will be used
to summarize participant characteristics and highlight patterns of involvement in
revolutionary activities.

Although the majority of the questions are close-ended, any open-ended remarks
or additional options provided by participants will be examined using basic thematic
analysis. This involves systematically reviewing responses for recurring ideas or

patterns and grouping them into thematic categories.

3.4. Limitations of the Study

This study faces several limitations. Firstly, the reliance on survey data and
secondary sources may result in subjective interpretations, as these sources can be
influenced by personal biases and recollections. Secondly, the study’s focus on specific
geographic areas may not fully represent the experiences of women from less accessible
or underreported regions. Additionally, the timeframe of 2011 to 2024 restricts the
analysis to the early phases of the revolution, potentially overlooking long-term
developments and the evolution of women’s roles in subsequent years. On the other
hand, Although a structured online survey made it possible for a large number of people
to participate, it might have skewed the sample in favor of those who were better
educated or more involved in society by excluding women who had less access to the
internet, were less literate, or were not part of activist and civil society networks.
Finally, the depth of qualitative analysis was limited by the small number of open-ended
responses; further research could enhance the results by utilizing complementary

qualitative techniques like focus groups or in-depth interviews. Despite these
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drawbacks, the study offers a useful starting point for comprehending the nuanced and

changing role of Syrian women in revolutionary and post-revolutionary settings.
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4. Research Finding

This section presents the basic data and analytical procedures on which the study
relied to understand Syrian women's contributions to the revolution between 2011 and
2024. A structured questionnaire in Arabic was designed via Google Forms, consisting
mainly of closed-ended questions with a limited number of open-ended ones. A total of
470 participants responded to the survey. To ensure diversity of revolutionary
experiences, the sample combined purposive sampling (targeting women known for
their civic or political activism) with the snowball technique through social networks.

The data were cleaned, coded, and analyzed using Microsoft Excel, following an
inductive and descriptive approach. Descriptive statistics (frequencies, percentages, and
cross-tabulations) were conducted to uncover major patterns and relationships, while
open-ended comments were subject to rapid thematic scanning to add qualitative
context to the quantitative trends.

The analysis focused on four key demographic variables—age, gender, educational
level, and occupation—as these have been identified in previous literature as significant
factors influencing the likelihood and form of revolutionary engagement.

The following demographic profile (Tables 1-4) provides the framework for
interpreting the subsequent discussions and for testing the central hypothesis of the
study: that Syrian women played a transformative—though often overlooked—role in
shaping the course of the revolution and in laying the groundwork for post-conflict civic

life.

Table 1: Distribution of Respondents by Age Group

Age Group Number of Respondents Percentage
18-25 years 77 16.4%
26-35 years 187 39.8%
3645 years 157 33.4%
46 years and above 49 10.4%
Total 470 100%

In terms of age distribution, the 2635 age group represented the largest segment
of the sample (39.79%), followed by those aged 36-45 (33.4%). Youth aged 18-25
accounted for 16.38%, while respondents over 46 years old comprised 10.43% of the

sample.
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The age groups 2635 and 3645 together accounted for nearly three-quarters of
the sample, suggesting a dominance of those most capable of community organizing

and mobilization.

Table 2: Distribution of Respondents by Gender

Gender Number of Respondents Percentage

Female 286 60.9%
Male 184 39.1%
Total 470 100%

Regarding gender distribution, females constituted the majority at 60.85%,
compared to 39.15% males. This highlights the centrality of women’s voices in the
Syrian revolution and broader societal debates.

Women comprised about 61% of the respondents, enriching the gender

dimensions of the study’s analysis.

Table 3: Highest Educational Attainment

Education Level P of Percentage
Respondents

Primary school or less 12 2.6%
Secondary education 70 14.9%
University degree 326 69.4%
Postgraduate (Master’s) 53 11.3%
Postgraduate (Doctorate) 9 1.9%

Total 470 100%

On the educational front, the vast majority of respondents held university
degrees (69.36%), followed by those with secondary education (14.89%), and
postgraduate degrees (Master’s) at (11.28%). Only small percentages had attained
primary-level education (2.55%) or doctorates (1.91%).

The sample displayed a high educational level, with almost 82% holding a
university or postgraduate degree. This suggests a relatively elite sample, potentially

underrepresenting women with lower levels of education.
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Table 4: Current Occupation of Respondents

Occupation Number of Respondents Percentage
Working in the humanitarian sector 152 32.3%
Other 73 15.5%
Student 68 14.5%
Unemployed 59 12.6%
Working in civil society organizations 47 10.0%
Working in the education sector 30 6.4%
Working in the health sector 29 6.2%
Working in relief organizations 8 1.7%
Political activist 4 0.9%
Total 470 100%

In terms of employment, a significant portion worked in the humanitarian sector
(32.34%), while others were distributed among diverse fields: various other sectors
(15.53%), students (14.47%), unemployed individuals (12.55%), civil society workers
(10%), and smaller percentages in education and healthcare sectors.

Employment was concentrated in the humanitarian and civil society sectors
(around 42%), a logical continuation of revolutionary activities after the decline of mass
street protests.

These demographic features set the analytical stage for understanding how
Syrian women's revolutionary roles were formed, evolved, and constrained—a process
that will be further detailed in the subsequent sections.

The diversity of participants across age, educational, and professional
backgrounds strengthened the representativeness of the findings and added richness to
the understanding of Syrian society during the revolutionary period.
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This demographic diversity reflects a range of backgrounds and experiences
from Syrians who witnessed different stages of the revolution, enhancing the
comprehensiveness and credibility of the study’s insights into women’s evolving roles.

The analytical methodology used in the study sought to build a holistic
understanding of the dynamics that shaped Syrian women's roles, while exploring both
general trends and sub-patterns in their political and social participation. This
systematic approach provides a solid foundation for interpreting the transformations in
women’s roles during the revolution and for anticipating their future engagement in
rebuilding Syria.

The following sections present detailed findings organized around the main
analytical themes:
women’s contributions to the revolution, the challenges they faced, the evolution of

their roles over time, and their aspirations for the future.

4.1 Syrian Women's Contributions to the Revolution (2011-2024)

The survey results, which included both male and female respondents from a
range of age groups, educational backgrounds, and social categories, indicate that
Syrian women's contribution to the revolution was neither marginal nor incidental. It
was, in fact, an essential and deeply rooted part of the popular movement between 2011
and 2024. The responses reflected a collective societal recognition of the multi-
dimensional role women played—spanning protest arenas, media work, humanitarian
fields, and even political activism and international advocacy.

Syrian women role in organizing protests

Others W 2.5%
Did not participate [l 6.6%
Participated in the fighting [l 7.5%
Coordination and leadership of demonstrations | N NN ::.0%
Providing logistical support [ NG co.-4%
Motivating participants [ D - o
Raising revolutionary awareness (online or live) [ NI -:=:=
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Figure 1: Syrian women role in organizing protests
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At the forefront of their contributions, women were particularly noted for raising
revolutionary awareness, whether through online platforms or direct communication,
cited by 68.3% of respondents—the highest recorded percentage. This suggests that
women often acted as bridges for revolutionary ideas, passing them into their
communities at a time when tight security controls and social surveillance severely
limited free information flow. Women's role in mobilizing participants followed closely
at 64.9%, showing that their involvement was not limited to supporting roles in the
background; many led popular mobilization efforts, both directly and indirectly.

While 39.4% pointed to women’s contributions in providing logistical support for
protests and 34% cited women’s role in coordinating and leading demonstrations, the
differences in these numbers hint at contextual factors. In more conservative
communities, women’s engagement often leaned toward logistical and behind-the-
scenes support. Meanwhile, in more open areas, women visibly took leadership roles in
protest movements. Armed participation remained low at 7.5%, reflecting enduring

cultural and social barriers related to the gendering of violence and armed struggle.
Syrian women contribute to media coverage and advocacy
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Figure 2: Syrian women contribute to media coverage and advocacy

In the media landscape, women also made their mark. An impressive 79.8% of
respondents acknowledged women’s involvement in launching online advocacy
campaigns, followed closely by writing articles and reports (78.9%) and citizen
journalism activities such as documentation and photography (77%). These figures
suggest women maneuvered with agility and courage within digital and alternative
media spaces, challenging the regime’s dominance over traditional media and

countering propaganda narratives.
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Interestingly, 44.9% of respondents noted women's role in establishing
independent media platforms—a sign that their involvement evolved from basic
interaction to shaping entire media spaces. It wasn’t just participation; it was about

ownership and narrative building.

Women participate in humanitarian aid and relief efforts
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Figure 3: Women participate in humanitarian aid and relief efforts

Humanitarian work offered another striking dimension to women’s
contributions. About 82.5% of respondents indicated that women volunteered with local
and international organizations, suggesting they weren’t merely witnesses to the
humanitarian disaster but played active roles in mitigating its impact. A notable 56.4%
mentioned women’s role in providing psychological support to affected families—an
early recognition that conflict response must address psychological and social
dimensions, not just material needs. Women also played key roles in aid distribution
(54%) and medical work (53.8%) as doctors, medics, and nurses, despite the serious

risks involved.
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Women contribute to political opposition movements
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Figure 4: Women contribute to political opposition movements

When it came to political engagement, the survey revealed relatively balanced
percentages: 50.9% cited women's work in media and journalism to support the
opposition, 50% in human rights documentation, 48.1% in joining opposition
coordinating bodies and councils, and 47% in representing Syrian women in negotiation
spaces. The close range between these figures suggests an ongoing ambition among
women to move beyond advocacy and documentation into formal decision-making

spaces, even amid structural barriers and repeated exclusion.
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Figure 5: Women contribute to the documentation of human rights violations

In the field of human rights documentation, the most cited contribution was
providing psychosocial support to survivors, at 80.6%. This highlights a strong
awareness among women of their role as keepers of collective memory and enablers of
victim voices. Conducting interviews with victims and witnesses came next at 72.1%—
a task often fraught with danger in repressive environments. Other roles, such as
advocating for international accountability (41.9%), collaborating with legal teams
(37.2%), and presenting findings in international forums (38.3%), show how some
women moved from local activism to international advocacy spaces.

Syrian women use social media as a tool for activism
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Figure 6: Syrian women use social media as a tool for activism

Within the digital realm, sharing news and updates through social media was the
most common activity at 85.5%, followed by organizing campaigns and petitions
(51%), and documenting personal testimonies (46.2%). This ranking shows that digital
platforms became revolutionary tools for women, helping them bypass geographical and
societal restrictions and forge new forms of activism suited to the realities of war and
displacement.

While the quantitative analysis highlights broad patterns, a few individual
responses under the “Other” category—though statistically minimal—added rich,
human layers that should not be overlooked. Some respondents mentioned initiatives
such as founding mobile libraries for displaced children, organizing vocational training
workshops for women, building local networks to hide and protect activists, and

launching small initiatives to revive cultural and artistic life in devastated communities.
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Each of these contributions, although cited by only about 0.2% to 0.4% of respondents,
carried significant qualitative weight. They embody the complexity of everyday
resistance and women’s determination to rebuild not just the political landscape, but
also the fabric of daily life.

Taken together, these numbers—when read carefully—suggest that women's
contributions were not scattered or random. Rather, they closely mirrored the evolving
needs of the political and social context: starting with awareness-raising, moving to
mobilization, support, documentation, and finally striving for justice. Each contribution,
no matter how seemingly small or localized, left a lasting impact, strengthening
community ties, rebuilding grassroots networks, and producing alternative narratives
that combined both suffering and aspiration.

Ultimately, the findings reveal that Syrian women, in the perceptions of the
survey respondents, were not secondary actors but integral forces within the process of
social and political transformation. Despite the brutal realities of war, their contributions
planted seeds of long-term civil resistance within Syrian society. For Syrian women, the
revolution was not just about political change; it was a reclamation of silenced voices
and an attempt to redraw their place within a society that had marginalized them for

decades—a presence that any serious vision for Syria’s future cannot afford to ignore.

4.2 Challenges Faced by Syrian Women in the Revolution

Despite the visible and growing presence of Syrian women across the different
tracks of the revolution from 2011 to 2024, their engagement was anything but easy. It
came up against a web of deep, structural challenges at every stage of their
revolutionary involvement. Survey responses, gathered from men and women of diverse
social and cultural backgrounds, revealed that Syrian women faced a complex system of
interwoven barriers—starting with cultural and social norms and extending to security,

economic, and political threats.
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Figure 7: Traditional gender norms affect

At the forefront of these challenges stood the weight of traditional gender norms.
About 56.4% of respondents indicated that such norms directly restricted women’s
freedom to engage in revolutionary activities. Another 53.6% noted limitations on
women’s freedom of movement and travel. Fear of social stigmatization and public
shaming played a critical role as well, as highlighted by 48.3% of respondents, while
fear of sexual violence or exploitation was cited by 44.5%. These fears were deeply
intertwined with broader societal stereotypes regarding women’s roles in public life
(37.7%) and the stigmatization attached to stepping outside traditional frameworks
(32.5%).

Other significant factors included limited access to leadership roles (26.2%) and
the persistent expectation that women should prioritize family responsibilities over
political activism (21.7%). These findings make it clear that cultural and social barriers
were not just external conditions; they were internalized obstacles rooted in the value

systems that shaped women's lives from within.
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Forms of violence female activists experienced
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Figure 8: Forms of violence female activists’ experienced

In terms of direct violence, the picture becomes even harsher. A staggering
89.1% of respondents reported that women faced the threat of arrest or imprisonment.
Sexual violence or rape followed at 70.4%, physical torture at 64.7%, forced
displacement at 63.6%, and enforced disappearance at 58.5%. The data suggest that
violence—both physical and psychological—was not incidental but systematic. About
56.8% indicated that women were subjected to mental torture, and 55.7% said that their
families and loved ones were deliberately targeted. Economic violence also emerged:
27.7% reported financial penalties or economic exploitation, and 21.3% said that

women were killed as a direct consequence of their political or social activities.
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Displacement impact women’s ability to participate
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Figure 9: Displacement impacts women’s ability to participate

Displacement further compounded these challenges. Around 65.5% of
participants said that displacement increased women's family responsibilities, reducing
their opportunities for public engagement. Financial insecurity (56.8%) and the absence
of safe spaces for organizing (44.5%) were also cited as major factors weakening
women’s political roles in displacement or refugee settings. Additionally, 35.1% noted
that fear of retaliation in new environments limited women’s freedoms, while 27.2%
pointed out that women became even more isolated from decision-making spaces after

displacement.
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Figure 10: Economic challenges women faced

Economically, women found themselves facing another set of barriers. About
63.6% reported difficulties in accessing financial support, and 63.4% said they lost their
jobs as a result of the revolution and displacement. Rising poverty and economic
fragility (54%) were not merely circumstantial outcomes but entrenched structural
barriers that severely limited women's independence and agency. Dependence on
informal work or aid (40%) and lack of access to property or inheritance rights (26.2%)

further reinforced these constraints.
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Figure 11: personal safety impacts on women’s participation

Safety concerns heavily influenced women’s choices regarding public
participation. About 74.5% of women avoided public engagement altogether for fear of
arrest, 49.6% hesitated to join protests, and 47.5% deliberately avoided leadership roles.
Additionally, 36.6% opted to move to safer areas—such as camps or remote locations—

and 35.9% scaled down their public or media presence.
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Barriers women faced in accessing leadership positions
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Figure 12: Barriers women faced in accessing leadership positions

When it came to accessing leadership positions, societal norms favoring male
leadership emerged as the primary barrier, cited by 58.7% of respondents. Gender bias
against women leaders followed at 54.9%, along with lack of resources and financial
support (50.2%). Limited access to political networks (44.7%) and exclusion from
major platforms (38.1%) presented further hurdles, showing that the transition from
grassroots activism to political leadership was riddled with multiple, interconnected
obstacles.

Interestingly, although statistically few, individual survey responses under the
“Other” category added a deeply human dimension to the understanding of these
challenges. Some respondents recounted personal experiences that illustrated women’s
layered suffering: the double fear of arrest and social stigma; cases of collective
psychological breakdowns among women due to constant repression; and stories of
women bearing the heavy burden of political and social representation in
overwhelmingly hostile environments. Other issues, often overlooked in traditional
quantitative analyses, also surfaced—such as the impact of social bullying, the profound
sense of lost identity among displaced women in refugee camps, or the trauma of being
forcibly separated from one’s original community.

Ultimately, the experience of Syrian women in the revolution cannot be reduced

to a simple discussion of “roles” or “contributions.” It was a struggle fought on two
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fronts: against a repressive political system and against a social and cultural structure
that had long entrenched marginalization and exclusion. Between these two battles,
women bore a heavy cost—but they also built new possibilities for a more just and
equitable Syria.

Although there were relatively few, some additional individual responses shed
light on even more complex and profound experiences that deepen our understanding of
women's struggle. A few participants, for instance, highlighted how the stigma
surrounding women’s arrest was particularly devastating—while male detainees were
often socially rehabilitated after release, women faced a "permanent stain" that could
not be erased. Others described the overwhelming psychological pressures women
endured, leading to widespread mental health crises not only among the women
themselves but affecting their communities too.

Some women shared how challenges were not only external but sometimes
internal, with resistance coming even from other women who clung to traditional norms
or firmly believed that political work was not suitable for women. Several respondents
also discussed unique difficulties related to asylum: cultural and linguistic barriers in
host countries that hampered political organization and communication efforts.

These additional insights reveal that the challenges Syrian women faced were
not merely political or economic. They were deeply social and psychological, revealing
the profound, complicated layers of struggle that women navigated—torn between

traditional expectations and their revolutionary commitments.
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4.3 The Evolution of Syrian Women's Roles in the Revolution

Survey results reveal that Syrian women's roles during the revolution underwent
profound and complex transformations between 2011 and 2024. These shifts reflected
not only their interaction with rapidly changing political and social landscapes but also

their remarkable ability to adapt to an environment that was constantly in flux.
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Figure 13: Women’s involvement in activism changes between 2011 and 2024

In terms of public participation, 62.8% of respondents noted a significant
increase in women's leadership roles over the years, highlighting a gradual shift from
supporting positions to spaces of actual leadership. Parallel to this, 56.4% observed an
expansion of women’s involvement in humanitarian and relief work, suggesting that
women redefined their revolutionary roles by integrating political and social action.

Within the media and communication fields, 50.2% of respondents reported a
rise in women’s activity across traditional and social media platforms. Over time,
women shifted from merely documenting events to leading advocacy campaigns and
shaping revolutionary narratives. Meanwhile, 45.3% observed a trend of women
moving from direct fieldwork toward advocacy roles—a shift largely forced by
deteriorating security conditions and the increasing dangers of public protest, especially

after the escalation of violence targeting female activists.

36



As for their engagement with the political system, 30.2% of respondents pointed
to women's growing collaboration with international organizations and human rights
groups. Another 28.5% noted that women increasingly turned to online advocacy—an
adaptation to field repression that nonetheless enhanced their ability to internationalize
the Syrian cause. Yet, this trajectory wasn’t without setbacks: 26.6% reported a decline
in activity due to escalating security threats, a bitter reality that underscored the heavy

costs of public engagement.
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Figure 14: Women transitioned from grassroots activism to formal politics
Regarding the transition from grassroots activism to formal politics, the survey
showed that 68.9% of respondents attributed this move mainly to the establishment of
advocacy groups focused on women's rights. Joining opposition political bodies
followed at 61.7%, while the founding of women's organizations dedicated to Syrian
women's affairs was cited by 49.8%. Participation in peace negotiations (39.1%) and
efforts to secure female representation in formal negotiation spaces (38.7%) also
featured prominently, reflecting persistent attempts to break through traditional male-
dominated political arenas. However, only 26.4% noted women’s participation through

candidacy for political office, indicating that the path toward official political

representation remained much steeper than that of advocacy or civil activism.
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Key differences in women’s roles at the beginning of the revolution versus later years
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Figure 15: Key differences in women’s roles at the beginning of the revolution

versus later years

When comparing women's roles at the revolution’s outset to later years, clear
shifts emerged. About 51.3% pointed to a growing emphasis on humanitarian
assistance, while 49.6% observed that women increasingly focused on integrating
women's rights empowerment into the broader revolutionary goals. Later years also saw
greater integration of women into political and diplomatic initiatives (39.8%),
community leadership roles (38.7%), and stronger engagement in media and

communication work (38.5%). Meanwhile, the voices of Syrian women in the diaspora
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gained greater prominence, as noted by 35.5% of participants.
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Figure 16: Rise of extremist groups affected women’s roles

Despite this evolution, the rise of extremist groups like ISIS clearly had a

negative impact. About 59.1% of respondents reported tighter restrictions on women's

freedom of movement and expression, while 58.9% noted greater political exclusion.

Another 57% mentioned increased risks of violence and repression against women. In

response, some women adopted secretive or less visible forms of activism (22.5%) or

developed alternative modes of resistance.
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Figure 17: Women-led initiatives influenced peacebuilding efforts

In peacebuilding efforts, women's initiatives played a meaningful role: 51.3% of
respondents credited women-led initiatives with increasing female participation in
political dialogues. Others noted their contributions to reintegrating displaced
communities (48.9%), embedding women's rights in peace agreements (44.5%),
fostering dialogue and reconciliation efforts (44.3%), and addressing the social and
psychological needs of women and children affected by war (38.7%).

Interestingly, a few individual responses categorized as "Other"—though
statistically few—provided deep qualitative insights into the evolving dynamics. Some
respondents pointed to women's movement into arts and culture as tools of resistance.
Others highlighted creative community initiatives launched by women that helped mend
fragmented social fabrics. Some comments noted that despite the surge of religious
extremism, certain women managed to maintain a presence in public life through quiet
resistance or invisible activism.

Taken together, these transformations reveal that the evolution of Syrian
women's roles in the revolution was neither linear nor simple. It reflected a flexible,
complex response to shifting political, social, and security contexts. Syrian women
demonstrated that they were not only capable of resisting direct repression but also of
reinventing their roles—moving from street protests to political, social, and cultural
spheres of influence—despite profound structural obstacles.

Although some responses were less frequent, they added crucial nuances to
understanding how women’s roles evolved over time. Such voices show that the
evolution of women's roles was far from a single, coherent trajectory. It was a field of
tensions, contradictions, and diverse reactions—some women moving boldly toward
social and political change, others holding firmly to traditional frameworks they saw as

protective rather than oppressive.

4.4 Syrian Women’s Future Aspirations

The survey results, drawn from both male and female respondents across
different regions and social backgrounds, paint a multi-dimensional picture of Syrian
women's aspirations for the post-conflict phase. This picture shows that Syrian women
are not simply looking to reclaim their previous roles; they are seeking to redefine their

presence as a driving force in rebuilding Syria’s political and social future.
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Figure 18: Future role of Syrian women in political and social life

At the forefront of these aspirations is the hope for greater participation in
humanitarian and civil society work, cited by 68.7% of respondents. This reflects a deep
awareness that the coming stage will demand women’s energy in rehabilitating
shattered communities and strengthening social support networks. There is a clear
recognition here that civil society, more than any other sector, offers sustainable and
evolving spaces for engagement in a fragile post-conflict environment—serving as the
backbone for restoring institutional trust.

On the political front, 56.4% of respondents expressed expectations for an
increase in women’s political participation. This ambition goes beyond mere symbolic
representation; it signals a demand for real influence over governance and decision-
making. Yet, this path remains burdened by deep-seated structural and social
challenges, meaning the realization of these aspirations will largely depend on whether
Syria’s future state truly commits to principles of genuine equality.

In the sphere of human capital development, 43.6% pointed to the importance of
greater female participation in education and workforce development. Here, education
and employment are viewed not just as tools for personal empowerment, but as
mechanisms for reshaping the structure of society itself. Additionally, 42.3% connected

this aspiration to the necessity of increasing women’s representation in political and
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governmental positions, arguing that economic and social empowerment must be
matched by parallel political empowerment.

Moreover, 35.9% stressed the importance of women’s involvement in
peacebuilding and reconciliation processes, reflecting an advanced understanding of
positive peace—one that not only ends armed conflict but addresses the root causes of
violence and social divisions. Another 28.9% emphasized strengthening cooperation
between Syrian women and international organizations, suggesting a strategic outlook
that values external support to drive internal transformation.

Still, persistent concerns were hard to ignore. About 17% voiced fears that
women would continue to face marginalization, and 10.6% expressed worry that
ongoing conflict and instability would obstruct any real progress for women. A further
7.9% went so far as to say they doubted there would be any significant change in
women’s roles in Syria’s future, showing a sobering realism about the unpredictable

nature of political and social recovery.
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Figure 19: procedures needed to support women’s roles in Syria’s future

When asked what steps were necessary to support women’s future roles,

respondents prioritized strengthening existing legal protections (55.7%), followed
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closely by increasing women’s leadership opportunities (55.3%) and supporting
women's organizations (46.2%). Access to education and vocational training (45.1%)
and economic independence (32.9%) were also emphasized, pointing to the need for
multi-dimensional empowerment strategies—ones that go far beyond token reforms and

build real structures for equality and justice.
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Figure 20: Recommendations for empowering Syrian women in the post-Assad

regime era

As for recommendations for in the post-Assad regime era, a significant majority
(78.5%) saw providing psychosocial support for women affected by war trauma as a
cornerstone of any empowerment strategy. Another 65.7% stressed the need to invest in
women’s education to cultivate a new generation of female leaders. Furthermore, 57.9%
underlined the importance of creating platforms to amplify women’s voices and ensure
their active role in the reconstruction process—viewing this as indispensable for

rebuilding Syria.
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Amid these broad trends, a series of individual qualitative responses added
richer, more human layers to the analysis. Some participants called for a balanced
integration of family roles and leadership roles, warning that ignoring the family
dimension could backfire. Others highlighted the particular need to focus on
empowering rural women, who are often the most marginalized in development
programs. Several voices advocated for binding constitutional reforms that would
guarantee gender equality as part of Syria’s new social contract.

A few participants also pointed out that economic empowerment should be
paired with practical vocational training programs and targeted support for the poorest
women, especially those who lost their breadwinners due to the war. There were calls
for empowerment programs that respect cultural contexts and promote internal reform
without imposing ready-made external models.

Taken together, these findings suggest that the future of Syrian women will
largely depend on their ability—alongside their male and female allies—to carefully
negotiate between aspiration and possibility, between dreams and realities, and between
the need to confront discrimination and the need to build bridges that enable real, lasting
change.

Empowering women in post-conflict Syria is not a luxury or a marginal victory.
It is a strategic necessity for building a fairer, more inclusive, and more stable society.
Every step toward strengthening women'’s roles is not just a victory for one segment of
society; it is a critical step toward reconstructing Syria—both as a state and as a

community—on new foundations of full citizenship and social justice.

4.5 Evaluation of Findings and Reflection

The findings of this chapter reveal a rich and complex picture of Syrian women's
roles in the revolution between 2011 and 2024—a picture that blends empowerment and
resistance on one hand, with oppression and exclusion on the other. As the data clearly
show, Syrian women were not passive observers; they were key actors across various
arenas of the revolution—from protests to media, humanitarian work, political
participation, and efforts toward peacebuilding.

At the same time, their path was fraught with harsh challenges—some inherited
from traditional cultural structures, others imposed by the deteriorating political and
security environment. Women faced systematic restrictions on their freedom, endured

multiple forms of violence, and experienced displacement that reshaped their social
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realities and burdened them with additional responsibilities, often weakening their
visibility in the public sphere. Yet, in the face of all this, women displayed remarkable
resilience, with many adapting their roles to fit shifting contexts, moving from street-
level activism to political, media, and civil society engagement.

The evolution of women's roles throughout the revolution was neither linear nor
easy. It was characterized by ongoing tension between limited spaces for progress and
ever-present risks of regression. While certain periods witnessed notable advances in
women’s community leadership and political advocacy, the rise of extremist groups and
the intensification of systematic violence forced many women to rethink their tools of
struggle and reshape their strategies.

As for future aspirations, the survey responses reflect a cautiously optimistic
outlook. While many believe that the future holds opportunities for greater female
participation in politics and civil society, others voiced concerns that patterns of
marginalization could persist—especially given the continuation of conflict and the
uncertain contours of any transitional phase. Notably, the demands for the future extend
beyond legal and political reforms: respondents emphasized the need for societal
attitude changes, stronger legal protections, and economic empowerment, reflecting a
sophisticated understanding that real empowerment requires deep, structural
transformations.

The revolutionary experience of Syrian women, as documented through the
findings of this chapter, ultimately represents a double struggle: a collective battle for
public freedom, and a personal battle for recognition, dignity, and agency. Between
presence and challenge, evolution and aspiration, the future of Syrian women remains
tightly intertwined with the future of Syria itself. Empowering women will not simply
be a triumph for gender justice; it will be a crucial foundation for broader societal and

political renewal.
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5. Conclusion and Recommendation

This study aimed to explore and analyze the roles of Syrian women in the Syrian
revolution between 2011 and 2024, examining the transformations in their participation,
the challenges they faced, and their future aspirations. The research adopted a
quantitative methodology, relying on a survey that targeted a diverse sample of Syrian
men and women, allowing for a rich and complex portrayal of women's roles in the
midst of a major social and political upheaval. Following a detailed analysis of Syrian
women's contributions to the revolution, the challenges they encountered, the evolution
of their roles over different phases, and an exploration of their future aspirations, this
chapter presents a synthesis of the overall findings. It also outlines recommendations
aimed at strengthening the role of Syrian women in the coming period, alongside

suggestions for future research areas.

5.1 Limitations of the Study

This study demonstrated that Syrian women were central actors in various
spheres of the revolution—from peaceful protest to media work, from humanitarian
activities to early attempts at political influence. Yet, their contributions remained
vulnerable to the deep structural challenges rooted in prevailing cultural norms and
political structures, as well as to the deteriorating security conditions brought on by the
prolonged and complex conflict.

The data confirmed that the hypothesis regarding the vital role of women in the
Syrian revolution holds largely true, though with notable variations depending on
geographical, social, and political contexts. The study also made clear that the
challenges women faced were neither incidental nor superficial; they were deeply
entrenched obstacles that profoundly influenced the nature of their participation and
shaped their future ambitions.

Women's roles evolved markedly over the course of the revolution. Many
moved from direct action in the streets to media, rights-based, and humanitarian work,
before making hesitant forays into formal political spaces. However, this evolution
remained fragile and precarious, hindered by multiple factors, including the rise of
extremist groups, ongoing conflict, and the uncertain outcomes of any potential
transitional phase.

As for future aspirations, survey responses fluctuated between optimism about

greater female participation in society and politics, and cautious concern that patterns of
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marginalization might persist unless the root causes are systematically addressed
through deep and sustained reforms. A comprehensive reading of this experience
confirms that the future of Syrian women is inseparably tied to the future of Syria itself.
There can be no true democratic rebuilding without active, full participation by women.

The critical reading of the findings reveals that Syrian women’s contributions to
the revolution were not the result of a natural social transformation or a supportive
environment. Rather, they were the outcome of a bitter struggle against multiple layers
of repression—political, cultural, and social. While the study confirmed that women
were at the heart of the revolutionary movement, their participation was always fraught
with deep structural constraints, whether through the persistence of traditional gender
roles or systematic exclusion from decision-making spaces.

It is outstanding that, often, the evolution of women's roles came more as a
reaction to the coercive transformations imposed by the conflict than as a result of
deliberate planning or empowerment policies. For instance, the large-scale movement of
women into humanitarian and relief work frequently reflected the void left by
collapsing state institutions rather than any fundamental redefinition of women’s public
status.

The data also reveal an important paradox: while women's participation in media
and civil society expanded significantly, their access to formal political spaces remained
limited and fragile—often framed within tokenistic or symbolic approaches. Even
international initiatives to support women's participation sometimes appeared selective
or driven by political agendas disconnected from a deep understanding of local social
realities.

Regarding future aspirations, although they carried an optimistic tone, they were
clearly conditional on the achievement of deep structural changes—both at the societal
and state levels. There is growing awareness that merely opening doors for participation
will not be enough unless it is accompanied by dismantling the discriminatory systems
that entrenched exclusion for decades.

On another note, some qualitative responses reflected an underlying social
resistance to the concept of empowerment itself, especially when perceived as
externally imposed or culturally disconnected. This observation calls for caution against
importing ready-made models of empowerment without adapting them to Syria’s
complex realities, and against turning support efforts into mere slogans detached from

the deep social foundations.
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Overall, the findings suggest that Syrian women's struggle was not just about
participating in the revolution—it was about redefining themselves as full citizens in a
society that is rebuilding itself amid the ruins of war and division. And, as the critical

reading makes clear, this struggle is still at its beginning.

5.2 Practical Recommendations

Based on the research findings, several practical recommendations can be
proposed to support and strengthen the role of Syrian women in the country’s future:

Legal and Legislative Reform: Enact explicit laws protecting women's rights,
particularly in areas such as gender-based violence, property ownership, political
participation, and employment.

Education and Vocational Training: Invest heavily in girls’ and women’s
education and ensure continuous professional development opportunities, especially in
conflict-affected areas.

Economic Empowerment: Support women's entrepreneurship initiatives and
expand microfinance programs, focusing on vulnerable groups like rural women and
displaced women.

Building Safe Civic Spaces: Support local women's organizations and initiatives
that empower women, and create community dialogue platforms that foster a culture of
equality.

Genuine Political Representation: Adopt temporary positive quota policies to
guarantee that women occupy at least 30% of all levels of governance and transitional
institutions.

Psychosocial and Social Support: Establish extensive mental health and
psychosocial support programs for women affected by war and displacement, ensuring
their integration into early recovery and reconstruction plans.

Strengthening Media Narratives: Invest in awareness campaigns aimed at
changing stereotypical images of women and promoting societal acceptance of their
new roles.

At the end, this study highlights that the future of Syria cannot be imagined
without the active and effective participation of women—not merely as victims or
beneficiaries of aid programs, but as key actors in shaping the country’s future.
Empowering Syrian women is part of a broader national project: rebuilding the social

contract on new foundations of justice, citizenship, and equality. No peace process or
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state-building effort can be genuinely successful or sustainable unless women are at its

core—as agents of change and as genuine partners in reconstructing Syria's future.
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Annexes

Annex 1: Quantitative Survey

Purpose of the Survey:

This survey is for the academic purpose of Majdolin Eibo, a student in the Faculty of
Political Science and International Relations at Hasan Kalyoncu University. Its purpose
is to understand the role of Syrian women during the Syrian revolution, their
contributions, and the challenges they have faced. Through the questions posed, we aim
to understand how the role of Syrian women has evolved and their future aspirations on
the political and social levels.

This survey will not collect any information about the identities of the respondents,
including their names or email addresses. Rather, it is for academic purposes, first and
foremost, and for investigative research, second. The results will be discussed for a
master's degree and may be shared with interested research institutions.

The objectives of this study are to answer the following questions:

Syrian Women's Contributions to the Revolution (2011-2024)
Challenges Faced by Syrian Women in the Revolution

The Evolution of the Role of Syrian Women in the Revolution
Future Aspirations for the Political and Social Role of Syrian Women

AW N —

The questionnaire contains five sections covering the four main axes and takes
approximately 15 minutes to complete.

There is no entity behind this study. The student will analyze the data scientifically
under the supervision of a university professor. We emphasize that the only objective is
to understand the role of Syrian women during the Syrian revolution and the future
aspirations for the role of Syrian women on the political and social levels, especially
after all the events that have taken place in Syria from 2011 to 2024.

Survey Questionnaire: Syrian Women and the Revolution (2011-2024)
Section 1: Demographic Information

1.Age:

[118-25

01 26-35

L1 36-45

01 46+

2.Gender:

L] Female

] Male
3.Educational Level:

[1 No formal education

O] Primary school

01 Secondary school

L1 University degree

[1 Postgraduate degree/Master
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[] Postgraduate degree/PHD
4.Current Occupation:

[J Unemployed

[1 Student

] Humanitarian worker
[1 Political activist

1 Educator

[1 Health worker

O Other
5.Current Place of Residence:

L] Syria

L] Turkey

[ Lebanon

01 Jordan

L] Iraq

L Egypt

L] Gulf countries (e.g., Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar, Kuwait)
L1 Europe (e.g., Germany, France, Sweden, Netherlands)
L] North America (USA, Canada)

[JAustralia

0 Other
6.Were you displaced due to the conflict?

01 Yes, within Syria

L] Yes, outside Syria

L1 No

7.Did you participate in the Syrian revolution in any capacity?
L] Yes, actively

O Yes, indirectly (supporting family/community)

[1 I was aware but not involved.

L1 No

L] Other

Section 2: Syrian Women's Contributions to the Revolution (2011-2024)

8. What roles did Syrian women play in organizing protests and demonstrations?
Please choose the most relevant two answers:

[0 Coordinating and Leading protests
[1 Mobilizing participants

[ Providing logistical support

[] Raising awareness (online/offline)
[1 Did not participate

O Other

9. How did Syrian women contribute to media coverage and advocacy for the
revolution?

Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[ Citizen journalism (reporting, photography, social media coverage)
[1 Writing articles and reports
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[] Creating online campaigns

[1 Establishing independent media platforms

L] There was no contribution of Syrian women in media coverage.

[1 Syrian women's contribution to media coverage was not significant.

L] Other
10. In what ways did women participate in humanitarian aid and relief efforts?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[1 Volunteering in local and international NGOs

[J Organizing aid distribution in conflict zones

[] Providing shelter and assistance to displaced people

L] Offering psychosocial support to affected families

[0 Working as medical professionals (doctors, nurses, paramedics)
L] Establishing or managing community-based relief initiatives

L1 Supporting education for displaced children and youth

[] Raising funds and securing donations for humanitarian projects
[1 No participation

L1 Other

11. In your opinion, How did female activists contribute to political opposition

movements?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

L1 Joining opposition groups/councils

[1 Representing Syrian women in negotiations

[] Leading grassroots mobilization and awareness campaigns

[1 Documenting human rights violations and war crimes

L1 Engaging in media and journalism to amplify voices of the opposition

L] Establishing and managing civil society organizations

0 Facilitating dialogues between opposition factions

[] Organizing protests and demonstrations

L] Promoting women's political participation and leadership within opposition groups
[1 No involvement

O Other
12. What role did women play in documenting human rights violations?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[] Providing psychosocial support to survivors to encourage testimony-sharing
[0 Conducting interviews with victims and witnesses

[0 Advocating for international accountability and sanctions

[] Presenting findings in international forums (e.g., UN, NGOs, media)

[ Collaborating with legal teams for war crimes investigations

[1 Establishing networks for information-sharing among activists

[] Risking personal safety to smuggle evidence out of conflict zones

L1 No involvement

] Other
13. How did Syrian women use social media as a tool for activism?
Please choose the most relevant two answers:
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[] Sharing news and updates

01 Organizing campaigns/petitions

L] Creating activist networks

[1 Documenting personal testimonies

L] There was no effective use of social media by women.

1 Other

Section 3: Challenges Faced by Syrian Women in the Revolution

14. How did traditional gender norms affect women’s participation?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[] Limited freedom to engage in activism

L] Social stigma

[1 Restrictions on travel and mobility

[] Stereotypes about women’s roles in public life

[] Fear of reputational damage or public judgment

L] Traditional expectations to prioritize family over activism

[] Limited representation in leadership positions within movements
[] Fear of sexual violence or exploitation in conflict zones

[] Lack of access to communication tools or platforms

L] No impact

L] Other
15. What forms of violence did female activists experience?
Please choose the most relevant answers:

L] Arrest/imprisonment

01 Physical assault/torture

L] Forced displacement

[] Sexual violence/rape

[1 Psychological abuse/mental torture

01 Kidnapping or forced disappearance

L] Public humiliation or character assassination

[ Economic exploitation or punishment (e.g., loss of employment or property)
L] Killing

[1 Targeted attacks on family members or loved ones
L1 Arbitrary detention without trial

[] They have not been exposed to any of these forms.

O Other
16. How did displacement impact women’s ability to participate?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[] Financial insecurity

[ Increased family responsibilities

[ Isolation from political decision-making spaces

[1 Lack of safe spaces for activism and organizing

[] Loss of personal identity or social standing

[] Fear of retaliation or arrest in new locations

[1 Dependence on humanitarian aid, limiting time for activism
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[] Barriers to communication with fellow activists or organizations

[1 Language or cultural barriers in host countries

L] The de facto authorities control revolutionary and political representation.
[1 Marginalization of women's role and participation by de facto authorities
[J No impact

O Other
17. What economic challenges did women face?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

L1 Job loss

L1 Difficulty accessing financial support

[] Reliance on aid/informal work

[] Increased poverty and economic vulnerability

L] Lack of access to property rights or inheritance
L1 Wage disparity and unequal pay for work

[] Discrimination in the job market

[1 Dependence on male family members for financial support
[1 Stigma around women working outside the home
[] No impact

L1 Other

18. How did personal safety concerns affect women’s roles?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[0 Avoiding public engagement for fear of arrest

[] Reluctance to participate in protests or demonstrations

[0 Avoiding leadership or high-profile roles in revolutionary movements

L] Increased reliance on others to carry out activities on their behalf

[1 Reluctance to speak out in media or public forums

[1 Relocation to refugee camps or areas with more security

[] Increased reliance on clandestine methods of activism (e.g., underground networks)
L1 Psychological toll, leading to burnout or withdrawal from activism

[] No impact

L] Other
19. What barriers did women face in accessing leadership positions?
Please choose all relevant answers:

[1 Social bias against female leaders

[ Limited access to political networks or influential circles

[1 Lack of resources or funding to run for office or lead initiatives
[0 Exclusion from key decision-making spaces or platforms

[] Cultural and societal norms prioritizing male leadership

[1 Domestic responsibilities that hindered political involvement
[] Resistance from other women due to internalized gender norms
[1 Absence of formal education or training in leadership skills

[J No obstacles

[1 Other
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Section 4: Evolution of Syrian Women’s Roles in the Revolution
20. How did women’s involvement in activism change between 2011 and 2024?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[ Increased participation in leadership roles

L] Shifted focus from protests to advocacy

[1 Reduced activism due to security risks

[] Greater involvement in media and social media activism

[1 Shift from direct action to online advocacy and networking

L] Involvement in humanitarian and relief work

L] Increased focus on documenting human rights abuses

L] More women joining international movements in solidarity

[] Increased collaboration with international NGOs and human rights organizations
L] No change

L] Other
21. How have women transitioned from grassroots activism to formal politics?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

L1 Joined political opposition bodies

[1 Engaged in peace negotiations

[] Established women’s advocacy groups

[] Participated in the formation of political parties

L] Ran for public office or political positions

[] Led or contributed to drafting political and peace frameworks

L] Founded political advocacy networks or coalitions

[] Established women’s political representation in formal negotiations
[ Engaged in community development projects linked to politics
[lEstablishing women's institutions and organizations concerned with Syrian women
L1 No transition

[ Other

22. What are the key differences in women’s roles at the beginning of the
revolution versus later years?

Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[ Increased focus on humanitarian aid

[ Greater involvement in international advocacy

L] Shift from protests to community leadership

[1 Greater integration into political and diplomatic initiatives

[] Increased role in public media and communications campaigns

L1 More focus on women’s rights and empowerment as part of the revolution’s broader
goals

[1 Shift from direct confrontation with the regime to more strategic resistance

[0 Emergence of women in diaspora communities as key voices in the revolution
L1 More diverse forms of resistance (e.g., art, culture, education, social media)

[] No change

O Other
23. How has the rise of extremist groups affected women’s roles?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:
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[1 Restricted women’s political engagement

L] Increased risks of violence and suppression

[1 Forced some women into resistance roles

L] Limited women’s mobility and freedom of expression

[1 Led to the imposition of strict gender roles and norms

[ Forced women to adopt covert or underground activism strategies

[ Excluded women from political or religious discourse

[ Pushed women into roles focused on family and social care

L] In some areas, led to more women becoming active in resistance movements
[J No impact

O Other
24. How have women-led initiatives influenced peacebuilding efforts?
Please choose the most relevant three answers:

L] Promoted dialogue and reconciliation

01 Helped reintegrate displaced communities

L] Increased women’s representation in policy discussions

[1 Focused on ensuring women’s rights are integral to peace agreements
L] Bridged divides between different political or ethnic groups

[1 Created platforms for women’s voices in post-conflict reconstruction
[1 Addressed the social and psychological needs of war-affected women and children
[1 Advocated for gender-sensitive post-conflict justice

[] Raised awareness about the importance of gender equality in long-term
peacebuilding

L1 No effect

[ Other

Section 5: Future aspirations for the role of Syrian women in the new Syria
25. How do you think the role of Syrian women in political and social life will
evolve in the future?

Please choose the most relevant three answers:

[ Increased political participation

[] Greater presence in humanitarian and civil society work

[0 Continued marginalization

[ Enhanced representation in political offices and governance

[ More women involved in peace and reconciliation processes

[ Growth in women’s participation in education and workforce development

[0 Empowerment through digital platforms and social media

[] Increased collaboration between Syrian women and international organizations

[1 Continued struggle due to ongoing conflict and instability

[1 I don't think there will be a major change in the role of women in the future of Syria.

O Other

26. What are the most important steps needed to support women’s roles in Syria’s
future?

Please choose the most relevant three answers:
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[] Increased legal protections

L1 More leadership opportunities for women

L] Strengthening women’s organizations

[0 Changing societal attitudes

[J Enhanced access to education and professional training

L1 Support for women’s economic independence and entrepreneurship

L] Promotion of gender equality in the media and public discourse

L1 Stronger support systems for survivors of violence and detention

[] National and international investments in women’s rights

[1 Development of youth-focused programs to engage young women in leadership
[J Working towards gender equality based on competencies

[ Other

27. What recommendations do you have for empowering Syrian women in the
post-Assad regime era?

ClCreate platforms for women’s voices in rebuilding efforts, ensuring they are at the
table when it comes to shaping Syria’s future.

LlOffer mental health and psychosocial support for women impacted by the trauma of
the conflict, helping them heal and reintegrate into society.

LlIncrease investment in women’s education to create a new generation of women who
are equipped to lead and advocate for change.

L] Promote grassroots women’s organizations as they have proven to be effective in
mobilizing communities and rebuilding trust in post-conflict settings.

LEmpower women through economic independence, such as through grants,
microfinance, and vocational training programs.

LlEnsure strong legal protections for women, particularly in areas of gender-based
violence and property rights.

ClOther (please specify in the following question)

28. Do you have any questions or comments you would like to share with us?

Annex 1 : Arabic Translation
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Annex 2: Ethics Committee Document

Evrak Tarih ve Sayisi: 05 February 2025
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OZGECMIS

KIiSISEL BILGILER

Adi Soyadi : Majdoulin Eibo
Uyrugu : Syrian
EGITIM

Derece Adi

BA English literature , Faculty of Art and

Universite humanities, Aleppo University
IS DENEYIMLERI
Kurum Gorevi

» Protection technical Coordinator —-Hope Revival Organization
» Protection Program Supervisor — Shafak

» Protection Coordinator — World Vision International

» Protection Officer — Mercy Corps

» English Teacher — Aleppo Schools

UZMANLIK ALANI: Humanitarian work and Teaching

YABANCI DIiLLER:
English : Advance
Kurdish : Mother Tongue
Arabic : Mother Tongue
Turkish : good
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